Abstract 


A tailgate assembly for a motor vehicle includes an outer panel, an integrally formed 
inner structural panel, and at least one reinforcing panel. The inner structural panel is coupled to 
the outer panel and includes a support surface facing the outer panel. The inner structural panel 
also includes spaced apart upper and lower walls extending laterally along the support surface, a 
pair of end walls extending between the upper and lower walls, and a plurality of ribs spaced 
■ apart and disposed between the upper and lower walls. The plurality of ribs also extends 
laterally between the end walls. The reinforcing panel is disposed between the outer and inner 
structural panels. The reinforcing panel is secured to the integrally formed inner structural panel 
between a portion of the plurality of ribs to add rigidity to the tailgate assembly. 
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